ALL FOR ONE, ONE FOR ALL

“Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not
quickly broken.” Ecc.4:12

FOR THE PAST WEEK, WE HAVE WITNESSED SOMETHING UNUSUAL, AT LEAST IN
OUR MEMORY. IT BEGAN AT THE FIRST OF THE WEEK WHEN WE PASSED SOME OF
OUR FELLOW WALKERS WHO ASKED US IF WE HAD SEEN ALL THE GEESE FLYING
OVERHEAD. AT THAT POINT WE HADN'T, NOR DID WE THINK IT UNUSUAL THAT
GEESE WOULD BE FLYING SOUTH THIS TIME OF YEAR. THE NEXT DAY ON OUR WALK,
HERE THEY CAME AND IT WASN'T JUST A FEW BUT HUNDREDS OF THEM
STRETCHING ALMOST AS FAR AS WE COULD SEE TOWARD THE HORIZON. EVERY
DAY SINCE THEN, AT AROUND 7:15 IN THE MORNING, WE HAVE WATCHED AS
HUNDREDS OF GEESE HAVE FLOWN OVER OUR HEADS. NOW, EVERYONE HAS SEEN
GEESE FLYING SOUTH FOR THE WINTER BUT AROUND HERE IT SEEMS LIKE THEY
PROBABLY JUST CIRCLE AROUND AND LAND ON SOME FOOTBALL FIELD OR PARK.
THE ONES WE HAVE SEEN, IN THE NUMBERS THERE HAVE BEEN, ARE NOT GOING TO
LAND ANYWHERE CLOSE BY BUT ARE TRAVELING IN HUGE GROUPS (| SHOULD SAY
“FLOCKS” OR IS THAT “GAGGLES”?) TOWARD A DESTINATION AWAY FROM HERE.
TO BE HONEST, IT’S BEEN A LITTLE BIT CREEPY TO SEE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS
OF GEESE SO SINGLE-MINDEDLY HONKING OVERHEAD. WHY ARE THERE SO MANY
MORE THIS YEAR THAN YEARS PAST? WHERE ARE THEY GOING?

HERE ARE SOME THINGS YOU’'LL FIND INTERESTING ABOUT GEESE AND THEIR
FLYING FORMATION (IN PURPLE FROM THE
INTERNET) >>>>>>>>5>5>5>5>>>555555>55555555555>5555555>5 5555555555555 >>555>>>>>>

Geese Facts
“As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following. By flying in V
formation the whole flock adds at least 71% greater flying range, than if each bird flew on its own.

People who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are going
more quickly and easily because they are traveling on the thrust of one another.”

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not have the same
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.” Rom.12:4-5

“When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it
alone... and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird in
front. If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with those who are headed
the same way we are.”
“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though its parts are many, they

form one body. So it is with Christ.” | Cor.12:12



“When the head goose gets tired it rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point. It is
sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs...with people or with geese flying south.”

“But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them
to be.” | Cor.12:18

“Geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed. What do we say
when we honk from behind?

Finally...and this is important...when a goose gets sick or is wounded by gunshots, and falls out of
formation, two other geese fall out with that goose and follow it down to lend help and protection.
They stay with the fallen goose until it is able to fly or until it dies, and only then do they launch
out on their own, or with another formation to catch up with their group.”

“On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable.”
| Cor.12:22

Dennis wasjust reacling an email to me about a Chris’cian brother who had gotten so
offended over some unintended offense that he wouldn’t even resPoncl to attemPts to
straiglﬂtcn things out. | hat’s nothow the bodg is supposcd to function and yet so often we
decide, we choose, to take offense, to be unForgiving, to go our own way, and to damage the

bod3 by our attitudes and actions. Scripture is very clear that “God has arranged the parts in

the })odg, we are, in cgcct, Climbing right back on the thrones of our lives and Pushing God
off. ]’ve often found that the times ] have told mgse]]c ] amjusthciec} in my attitude or that ] dom't
have a Problcm SO many others l’laVC, thatis cxact/ythe time ] need to take the closest look at

mgsehc; a hard self-evaluation.

Just like the goose that falls out of the formation and isjoinecl }33 two others, we can’t do this
thiﬂg called “ife” bg ourselves but that is cxactly what we are tryir\g to do when we allow

ourselves to “launch out on our own”.
“If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like that.”
] couldn’t have said it better mgsehc.

Al for One,
Georgiov



